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peoples concerned, it will be possible to approximate to it.
Professor H. Stanley-Jevonsa and other thoughtful writers
have indicated the outlines of schemes for a world-wide
federal government which, they believe, could be carried out
in some seventy or eighty years from the present time,.pro-
vided that judicious efforts are made by the Friends of^Peace
to hasten the national rate of evolution. We must refer tc
these writers for details, as at present our space will allow
the mention of only a few of the more important points.

The main feature of the legislation would be its frank
recognition of the unwisdom, if not impossibility, of main-
taining unaltered any existing distribution of power and
territory amongst States. It must accept the fact that change
is universal, that evolution and degeneration are characteristic
of nations, The budding young nation full of high aspira-
tions and patriotism, capable of great sacrifices, has its
sympathy; the effete and corrupt empire will be made to
feel that it has no longer a mission on earth. All these
changes, often so necessary for the progress of civilisation,
which have hitherto resulted in and from war, can still take
place, therefore, but in a bloodless and comparatively costless
manner. Of course, this presupposes that the members of
the International Parliament have studied the various aspects
of civilisation in East and West, and, while they will promote
a mutual understanding, they will do nothing to encourage
a mere mechanical uniformity. For a considerable time the
influence exercised would be more indirect than direct, as
the impetus to real reform in any nation must come from
within, as in the case of Japan. The contact with other
nations, and the observation of the conditions which existed,
soon convinced the Japanese of the necessity of taking full
advantage of Western science and methods, while at the same
time retaining all their own special qualities and national
traits.

The machinery of the International Parliament would,

1 Cf. The Contemporary Review, Sept, 1907; also The Need of the Nations,
Watts and Co., 1907.